
















Palestine cease ‘fire proposals 


Refers to Foreign Office —e 33 of May 25 
86885/4,/315 


Both the Prime Minister and King 
Abdullah have apologised for not being able to 
get the Arabs to accept the cease-fire. The 
relatively mild wording of the Resolution of the 
Political Conmittee was out of coubtsey to 
Great Brit&in whose efforts on behalf of the 
Arabs were genuinely appreciated, It was 
impossible for Transjordan to accept alone. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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SECRET, 


Addressed _to Foreign Office telegram No, 399 of May 26th, 
repeated for information to United Kingden Delegation New York, 
Washington, Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, B.M.E.O.. 
Caino, Jerusalen. 


/ vateutin Truce, 
Your telegram 433. 


After my talk with the Regent yesterday he asked the 
Prime Minister of Trans-Jerdan to de all he ceuld te secure 
acceptance ef the cease fire but not te de it in such a manner 
as te enable ether States te accuse the Hashimites of having 
abandoned the fight first. This attitude of mind plus the 
suspicion of other States that Trans-Jordan always intended te 
halt short of Jewish territory gave rise to principal difficulties 
encountered in connexion with the cease fire resolution. 


2. This morning early the King telephoned me and said 
apolegetically that he had dene all he could to get the cease 
fire but that the opposition ef Azzam and the igyptian 
delegate had resulted in a resolution of the Pelitical Committee 
of the League which was neither acceptance nor refusal, I 
tried to contact the Prime ifinister and found he was sitting 
with other delegates producing the final reselution, 


3. I sent word that I had received a message fren 
you which he should know of befere the other delegates left, 
As they get tired of my persenal pressure I asked the First 
Secretary to take up a note indicating the sense of your 
= ar ir, I also asked him to remind the Prime Minister of 
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Amman telegram to Foreign Office ilo, 399, 
-2- 


our reference to the possible adoption by the Trans- 
Jordan alone of a cease fire, 


4. At the interview the Prime Minister said that 
there was no chance of changing the resolution the gist 
of which after a long preamble was as follows, (Here insert 
text of my immediately following telegram). Prime 
iinister went on to say that it was only after great 
effort that he had secured so conciliatory a message as 
the sgyptians had wished to refuse to consider the appeal 
at all, ‘The relatively mild wording of the Resolution 
was Out of courtesy to Great Britain whose efforts on 
behalf of the Arabs were genuinely appreciated, 


5. As regards the suggestion that Trans-Jordan 
should alone accept a cease fire the Prime liinister 
answered that we must realise that this was impossible 
for the Trans-Jordan Authorities however much they 
wished to do so, and whatever might be the international 
penalties if they did not. He had already said 
much the same thing to me in anticipation of such a 
suggestion. He pointed out that Trans-Jordan was a small 
part of the Arab world and could not defy the Arab opinion 
to that extent. ify om view is that neither King 
Abdullah nor the Prime liinister could carry the blame which 
such an action would call upon them in the Arab world, 

It is not necessary for me to indicate here the obvious 
accusations which would be made against them, ‘The 

Prime Minister could never survive the action politically 
and it might bring down the Hashimites both in Trans- 
Jordan and in Iraq. I recommend, therefore, that the 
proposal should not be pressed. If this necessitates a 
revision of His Majesty's Government's policy as regards 
assistance to Trans-Jordan it will be most unfortunate, 
but I feel that it would be a lesser evil. 


6. It is with a feeling of personal failure that I 
report this position but I am convinced that the King and 
the Prime ilinister of Trans-Jordan did their best to 
satisfy your wishes. I am not so sure about the Regent. 


Foreign Office pass most immediate to U.K.Delegation, 
Washington and Important Jedda as my telegrams 71, 36, 61 
respectively, 


[Repeated to U.K.Delegation New York, Washington and 
Jedda. ] 


[Copy sent to Middle-jast Secretariat, ] 
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Addressed to ington 
telegram N of May. 


I presume that you are 
keeping State Dept. fully informed of 
developments over Palestine as reported 
in telegrams from Middle East posts and 
particularly Yeom Amman where U.S. Govt. 
have no Representative. In particular 
please make sure that Lovett is in 

a 
penecasicie ee substance of paragraphs 1 to 
4 and 6 of Amman telegram No. 399. I leave 


it to your discretion whether to communicate 


paragraph 5. 
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[This telegrem is of perticulser secrecy end 
should be retsined by the suthorised recipient 
end not pessed on]. 
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27th May 1928, 27th Mey 1928, 
st LATE 
SBCRET 


I presume thet you ere keeping State 
Department fully informed of developments over 
Palestine es reported in telegrams from Middle 
Rast posts end perticulerly from Ammsn where 
United States Government heve no Representative, 
In perticuler please make sure that Lovett is in 
ee this morning of substence of peregraphs 

to 4 and 6 of Ammen telegram No. 399. I lesve 
it to your discretion whether to commmiocste 
peragreph 5. 
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FROM FOXBEIGN OFFICE TO AiwiAN 
No. D. 5.00 pom. 27th May, 1948 
2/th may, 1948 


LMPORTANT 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Following personal from Secretary of State. 
Your telegram No. 399 [of 26th May: Palestine], 


I very much appreciate the strenuous and untiring 
efforts you have made to secure acceptance of the cease- 
fire proposal. I am confident that no-one else could 
have done better and that it was only due to your 
personal influence and perseverance that the Arab reply 
was framed in so comparatively conciliatory a fashion, 
Please do not be discouraged. I feel sure that what 
we have already done has been of value and that we shall 
have further opportunities for useful work, 


ddddddd 


